
GEOLOGY & ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE  
GRADUATE STUDENT AWARD OPPORTUNITIES 

 

 
For consideration, each application must include the following: 

 
1. Complete this application form: https://forms.office.com/r/bH3CiUViAN 

2. A research proposal that includes a line stating how the proposed work fits into a paper, 
your thesis, or overall research trajectory. It can be up to 1.5 pages, single-spaced, 12-point 
Times font. Additional pages can contain figures, budget, and references.  

3. Detailed budget outlining the specific costs of the proposed research, plus an indication of 
other money available or applied for, and whether the whole request must be funded to 
make the proposed work possible. 

4. Unofficial Transcripts. 

5. A letter from the graduate student's advisor in support of the application should be solicited 
and submitted and should outline alternate funding that is or may be available. This is to 
help the committee award its limited funds to maximize the research that is supported.  

 
Note: All of these items (except the Advisor's letter) should be included in one pdf or Word file. 
 

All applications are due January 30, 2026 
 

 
The Christopher Hapke Memorial Planetary Award  

 
This award was established with a gift from GES Emeritus Professor Bruce W. Hapke. This award 
provides support for planetary science and/or remote sensing in the Department of Geology and 
Environmental Science, including but not limited to research awards, travel awards, conference 
expenses, equipment, and/or other materials.  
 
Applications will be assessed on the basis of merit and need. The committee wants to know how its 
award will help the applicant achieve the stated goals of the research or internship.  
 
Those who have received this scholarship in the past are not eligible to apply again.  
 
 

The Henry Leighton Memorial Graduate Award   
 
Dr. Helen Leighton Cannon has established an award fund in honor of her father, Professor Henry 
Leighton (1884-1963). Professor Leighton was a faculty member in the Department of Geology at 
the University of Pittsburgh from 1910 until his retirement in 1949. He served as Acting Chairman of 
the Department from 1928 to 1930 and as Chairman from 1931 to 1945. He made numerous 
professional contributions to the Carboniferous stratigraphy of Pennsylvania, economic geology, 
geology of clays, history of the clay-working industry, and the geology of gypsum deposits.  
 

https://forms.office.com/r/bH3CiUViAN


Funds related to the award are only to be used to supplement and/or offset the costs associated 
with the research or field work outlined in the application.  
 
Applications will be assessed based on merit and need. Only Geology and Environmental Science 
graduate students currently pursuing an M.S. or Ph.D. degree are eligible to apply. The committee 
gives preference to students whose research would be significantly improved with additional 
equipment, analyses, and/or materials.  
 
Priority will be given to applicants who have not received a Leighton award in the past.    
 
 
 

Dr. J. Frederick and Ann Sarg Research Award    
 
The Dr. J. Frederick and Ann Sarg Research Award was established by Dr. Sarg for the purpose of 
providing support to hard-working graduate and undergraduate students in the department who are 
pursuing hands-on research projects and internships in the geosciences, particularly those 
projects related to the development of energy resources.  
 
Applications will be assessed based on merit and need. The committee wants to know how its 
award will help the applicant achieve the stated goals of the research or internship.   
 
Those who have received this scholarship in the past are not eligible to apply again.  
 
 
 

The Gary Sitler Graduate Award    
 
The Gary Sitler Graduate Award supports two graduate students each year in the Department of 
Geology and Environmental Science. Each student shall receive $5,000. Uses may include, but 
are not limited to, field studies, research expenses, and stipends/academic aid. The Fund may not 
be used for expenses billed by the University as defined by the Office of Admissions and Financial 
Aid, which currently include tuition and mandatory course and program fees.  
 
Applications will be assessed based on merit. Only Geology and Environmental Science graduate 
students currently pursuing an M.S. or Ph.D. degree are eligible to apply.        
 
 

 
All awards are valid until April 30th, 2027.  

 
Awards must be used while the awardee is still an active student at the University of 
Pittsburgh. Applicants should be aware that acceptance of this award must not conflict with 
rules governing other University support. 


